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‘MacARTHUR' COMES TO SAN DIEGO

. by Tarry Rose & Dick Pennick

"General MacArthur" returned last month, not to the
Philippines as he promised in 1942, but to the Santa Fe/
Amtrak depot in San Diego, and PSRMA was there in grand
style. Universal Studios zNCA Universal) film crews set
up in front of the depot to shoot a segment of their up-
coming World War II epic about the exploits of General
Douglas MacArthur. Three restored items of PSRMA rolling
stock, rented by the studio, got starring roles.

Sitting on the baggage track between the devot and
the Santa Fe mainline was our Coos Bay Tumber Co., 2-8-2T
No. 11 followed by ex-Santa Fe Cafe Observation 1509 and
Pullman Cbservation "VICTORIA",., A handsome consist in-
deed, but with an Australian accent! The movie company
painted No., 11's beautiful silver smokebox green and the — Staff Photo

. pilot red, relettering "Victorian Railways" on the depot Gregory Peck as Gen. Douglas
side of the saddletank. A plate with the initials "AR™  MacArthur in film biography now
was placed over the front number plate., The sequence re- being made, partly in San Diego.
produced MacArthur's arrival and speech at the }elbourne (San Diego Union fote)
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Gregory Pecl: strolls
in front of the depot
in his "MacArthur"

(cont'd from P. 1) Australia depot in
1943, and the San Diego station was re-
decnrated accordingly by Universal's
pron cdenartment, :

The "Vie" and o, 11 had been moved to the devot early on
the morning of Cctober 17th from their display berth on Harbor
Drive, The 1509 followed soon after. The unusual train caused
considerable interest among Anmtralk passengers and passersby,
many of whom had never seen a steam locomotive at the dowvntowm
station.

Universal had earlier filmed landing sequences at the
I'avy's Amphibious base on Coronado's Silver Strand. Gregory
Peck, who is cast in the part of the celebrated Army General
waided ashore with his "aides" from a landing vessel, recreat-
ing the first landing of American troops at Leyte Gulf on Oct,.
20, 194, An interesting sidelight: Roger Wrenn, 29-year vet-
eran of the San Diego Union's photographic staff, was given
V.I.P, treatment at the beach set during the filming. Seems he
was the same Roger Wrenn who, in 19¥5, tocok the historic photo-
grooh of MacArthur's landing on the island of Luzon in the .
Philiwnines to make good his promise to recapture }anila, The
photo, taken for Yanl: }'zgazine, was picited up by the wire ser-
vices and distributed vorldwide, Arrangements were mrde with
the filnm's director to stage a landing sequence especially for Wrenn and his
carera,

Eventuallv, the County's Air Pollution Control District came to object
to the nethods by which Universal simulated the smolze of a battle zone., A
nernit had Dbeen obtained to utilize-"smoke pots" and diesel oil for one dav
petieen Oct, 1Cth and 23rd, Hovever, this method apparently created inadequate
"battle smolze", sc rubber tires were added, an APCD "no-no®, Also, repeated
tnles vere
necessary be-
fore the ccene
vas Yeanned",
all to the
acconnanynent
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int at the de=
not was quite
interesting
with some sup-
er smécial ef=-

Tects., Using a
long steel ca-
ble, a hired
Santa Fe dile-
sel locomotive
nulled the PS=- Lo . -
PMA train for IFilming gets under way on a foggy morning in San Diego.
(Larry Rose foto)









